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WaterWalla Overview 
Co-creating clean water solutions 

About Us 

WaterWalla’s mission is to ensure that residents of urban and peri-urban slums worldwide benefit from 

improved access to clean water technologies.  We work to develop solutions in which these residents 

are empowered through entrepreneurship and education to increase the standard of living for 

themselves and for their communities.  In all of our actions, we hope to maintain the dignity of those we 

serve and to ensure that they are the beneficiaries of all the value we create. 

Founded in 2009 by students at Brown University and the Rhode Island School of Design, WaterWalla has 

always championed market-based solutions to the water crisis, with an emphasis on financial and 

operational sustainability. We work together with a strong network of partners and advisors, spanning 

from vocational training and research organizations in India to corporate and academic partners 

across the globe. Our core team has broad sector experience in healthcare, industrial design, 

entrepreneurship and consulting. 

Having worked directly with local communities in India and Sierra Leone, we have identified several 

successful implementation models that are both cost-effective and scalable. These strategies rely 

critically on involving local entrepreneurs and women’s networks for distribution as well as education. 

With our academic partners, we uphold an accountable and data-driven approach to project 

implementation while generating a wealth of knowledge and insight into the sector. 

Clean Water Partners 

We seek to bring together partners with a variety of interests, facilitating collaboration between 

community organizations, social enterprises, technology manufacturers, academic institutions, 

corporate philanthropists and investors.  

We’re always looking to engage with partners who share our vision. 

Contact us at info@waterwalla.org to explore a collaboration. 



W A T E R W A L L A

	  

	  

Our Work 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inclusive business models in urban slums 
Dharavi, Mumbai, India (2011-2012) 

• Researched inclusive business models for water 
filtration - Brown University Global Entrepreneurship 
Initiative and Harvard School of Public Health  

• Established a retail outlet and trained local 
entrepreneur to operate as a franchise 

• Distribution partnerships with Bajaj, Eureka Forbes, 
and Medentech water filtration lines 

• Recruited and trained 36 women from local 
women’s groups to act as a mobile sales and 
education force based on the “Avon model” 

Clean water micro-enterprises 
Port Loko, Sierra Leone (2013-Present) 

• Deployed clean water programs in seven 
communities in partnership with Geoff Palm and 
government Director of Hospitals & Labs 

• Mobile Sales Force: Trained local women in health 
marketing and sales techniques and established 
market linkage to chlorine tablet products from 
Medentech, UK 

• Chlorine Dispenser Program: Chlorine dispensers 
fashioned from locally-sourced materials were 
placed in individual villages at a central location in 
each 

• Program management by local leaders ensures 
proper usage and compliance through free chlorine 
checks in randomly selected samples 

	  
Need Assessment for Water Purification in Dharavi 
Dharavi, Mumbai, India (2015) 

• Partnered with Tata Institute of Social Sciences and 
Centre for Social Consulting to conduct an in-depth 
survey of 350 stakeholders in Dharavi 

• Identified local partners for promoting clean water 
interventions 

• Designed two filtration prototypes to address major 
user concerns of affordability and convenience 

• Produced documentary short film to increase 
awareness of the situation and to invite 
collaborators to the problem space 

	  

Visit us at www.waterwalla.org to learn more about our work. 
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WaterWalla Fellows 
An analysis of the Indian impact investing landscape shows that social ventures operating in clean 

water have struggled to attract the kind of capital required to scale. Of a total $1.6 billion invested in 

the Indian impact space, only $10 million has been raised by 8 organizations in water & sanitation. 

 

WaterWalla aims to change this paradigm. Identifying the lack of venture incubation as a bottleneck in 

the value chain for clean water innovation, we introduced the WaterWalla Fellows platform as a way to 

connect early-stage social ventures to Information, tools and resources to successfully scale their 

enterprises. 

 The Fellows platform consists of three core programs: 

 

Grant	  program:	  Providing	  seed	  funding	  
and	  mentorship	  to	  selected	  ventures.	  

Research	  	  program:	  Project-‐oriented	  
research	  enables	  idea-‐stage	  projects	  to	  
understand	  and	  connect	  with	  local	  
communities	  

Community	  building:	  
Through	  focused	  workshops	  and	  
events,	  WaterWalla	  connects	  mentors	  
and	  resources	  to	  social	  
entrepreneurs.	  
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Meet Our Fellows 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In July 2014, WaterWalla made a grant to Centre for Social Consulting, becoming the first organization 

to fund their product development. After working with them to refine their business model and pitch, 

CSC has won several national business plan competitions, secured a grant from the Development Bank 

of Singapore and joined India’s first Water Accelerator program, supported by the World Bank and the 

Asian Development Bank, among other partners. 

Collaborations 

WaterWalla has also engaged in a collaboration with students from Koc University, Istanbul to develop a 

low-cost water filter for use in urban slums. Facilitated by our team and research program, the students 

spent one month investigating the water situation in Dharavi and meeting key stakeholders to develop 

a point of view for the product solution. The team plans to prototype the device in Istanbul before 

returning to Mumbai to test the product with users. 

Workshops 

WaterWalla organized our first workshop in Mumbai for a group of 25 social enterprise students at the 

Tata Institute of Social Sciences and Koc University. Inviting speakers from Hindustan Unilever’s Water 

Business and Mirakle Couriers, the students had the opportunity to learn about critical issues in the water 

filtration business and the challenges of scaling for-profit social ventures.  Mentors from Dasra also led an 

interactive session on applying the Business Model Canvas as a tool for social enterprise. 

Centre for Social Consulting 
Portable filters for arsenic mitigation 
Maldah, West Bengal, India (2014-Present) 

• Launched pilot project to distribute portable 
filtration devices for bacteria and arsenic 
removal to 100 families across 10 villages 

• New patented technology is the first of its kind 
with regard to arsenic mitigation and was 
developed by Centre for Social Consulting in 
partnership with Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences and Institute of Chemical 
Technology, Mumbai 

• Next steps to scale product distribution and 
design portable devices for mitigation of iron, 
fluoride, salinity etc. 


